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Nobel Winner Is Quitting as Head of Revived University in 

India 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/21/world/asia/nobel-winner-is-quitting-as-head-of-revived-university-in-

india.html?_r=0 

NEW DELHI — Amartya Sen, the Nobel-winning economist and Harvard professor, confirmed on Friday that 

he would step down as chancellor of Nalanda University this summer, ending his role as head of an ambitious 

academic project he helped start last year. 

Mr. Sen, in a letter to the university’s governing board that was published in the Indian news media, wrote 

Thursday that the president of India had failed to sign the renewal of his chancellorship, which the board 

unanimously approved a month ago. The delay, he said, is an indication that “that the government wants me to 

cease being the chancellor of Nalanda University after this July, and technically it has the power to do so.” 

Mr. Sen also wrote that the government had indicated its intention to reconstitute the board, an action that he 

said would violate the parliamentary act governing the university. 

“The issue is academic freedom,” Mr. Sen said in an interview on Friday in New Delhi. He said that though the 

university had faced political interference from the new government before, its frequency “has dramatically 

gone up, and the voice of the academic community has dramatically gone down.” 

Mr. Sen, 81, has been a vocal critic of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, particularly during the period 

leading  up to the parliamentary elections last year. In 2013, Mr. Sen said he did not want Mr. Modi to 

become prime minister, accusing him of not doing enough to make minorities feel safe and referring to the 

Gujarat riots during Mr. Modi’s tenure as the state's chief minister in 2002. The riots left more than 1,000 

people, mostly Muslims, dead. 

Mr. Sen’s departure leaves the future of the university in doubt. Mr. Sen has said that a boyhood visit with his 

grandfather to the ancient ruins of Nalanda University inspired his vision for the new project. Described as the 

India's oldest university, the original institution drew thousands of students from all over Asia. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/21/world/asia/nobel-winner-is-quitting-as-head-of-revived-university-in-india.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/21/world/asia/nobel-winner-is-quitting-as-head-of-revived-university-in-india.html?_r=0
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/amartya_sen/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.thehindu.com/news/resources/nalanda-university-letter-to-board-members/article6913582.ece
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/india/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/narendra_modi/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/21/world/asia/nobel-winner-is-quitting-as-head-of-revived-university-in-india.html?_r=0
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dont-want-modi-as-my-pm-amartya-sen/article4941075.ece
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/04/06/world/asia/modi-gujarat-riots-timeline.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/24/world/asia/indians-plan-rebirth-for-5th-century-university.html
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Its new iteration was intended to carry on that tradition, drawing on the support from various countries that 

endorsed its creation at the East Asia Summit in Thailand in 2009. In addition to Mr. Sen, the governing board 

includes academics from Britain, China and Singapore. George Yeo, the former foreign minister of Singapore, 

was one of its earliest champions. 

Mr. Sen’s stewardship was seen as a way to draw researchers and scholars from around the world to what was 

envisioned as a high-caliber academic institution in India, which has largely lacked such globally competitive 

institutions. The government pledged more than $330 million to the university, but concerns grew over the level 

of autonomy that Mr. Sen and others sought. 

“It was Nalanda that needed a man like Amartya Sen at the helm, not the other way around,” said Sugata Bose, 

who is a member of the university's governing body, a member of Parliament from West Bengal and a professor 

at Harvard. “We met the faculty at Nalanda, many of whom made it clear that they were attracted to this new 

university because they saw Amartya Sen at the helm.” 

Mr. Sen, who admitted he was not a born administrator, said he was initially reluctant about assuming 

leadership at the university when he was approached with the idea in 2007. 

“When I was originally asked by someone in the government, how would I like to be chancellor, I said I’d like 

it like a hole in the head,” he said. “I wanted the thing to be done, but I didn’t want to do it myself.” 

But the ethos of the university, particularly connecting India to the rest of Asia on the basis of ideas, as opposed 

to trade, appealed to him, and he said he eventually came around to the idea. 

The ambitions of the university often clashed with the realities of getting such a project off the ground in India. 

Classes began in September, but construction of the university’s main building is scheduled to begin later this 

year. As it stands, there are just two dozen faculty members and students on the interim campus involved in 

courses in environmental studies and history. 

Syed Akbaruddin, a spokesman for the Ministry of External Affairs, which oversees the university, said in a 

telephone interview that there had been no effort by the government to end Mr. Sen’s tenure. The deadline for 

the final minutes of the governing board’s meeting in January is at the end of this month, he said, after which 

the president is set to receive a formal letter on Mr. Sen’s renewal. 

“We haven’t received the approved minutes of the meeting in January, and therefore haven’t moved the 

president to inform him of the outcome to that meeting,” Mr. Akbaruddin said. 

He also denied knowledge of any government attempt to reconstitute the board. 

Mr. Bose said that the board had expedited a request for Mr. Sen’s renewal to the president in January, but that 

the ministry had failed to provide a document making the renewal request official. 

Mr. Sen said he did not know how his departure would affect plans for the university. 

“Part of my sense of loss was that it had been a kind of dream of mine since the age of 11 when I first saw it,” 

he said. “I mean it may still happen, and I will do my best to help it.” 
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Get Faculty from Industry, Make them Accountable  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Get-Faculty-from-Industry-Make-them-

Accountable/2015/02/22/article2681043.ece 

CHENNAI:Experts speaking at the ThinkEdu15 conclave  here on Saturday opined that in a fast and ever-

changing world,  teachers with industry-experience will be critical for a greater awareness of skill sets required 

in the coming generation of students seeking employment. 

The ThinkEdu Conclave’s session on ‘Should Employment Be the Key Focus of Education’, experts 

highlighted the fact that the difference between premier institutions like IITs, IIMs on the one hand and 

conventional colleges on the other, is that the latter do not adopt a problem-solving approach and do not make 

teachers accountable. 

Uday Desai, director of IIT Hyderabad highlighted how IITs are planning to evolve new modules to help 

students keep pace with industry requirements. “The education system is focusing only on employability. This 

will become redundant as technology is changing at a rapid pace,” he said.  

Desai said that IITs are planning to atomise their programmes into multiple modules with some devoted to 

education while others “will not be taught by the faculty. A person from industry will be teaching them.”  Citing 

how Estonia, a tiny nation, develops the spirit of entrepreneurship in students, he said India should learn from 

that country. 

Deepak Phatak, professor of the Department of CSE, IIT Bombay, stressed the need for sustainable employment 

and said that education should focus on inculcating entrepreneurial thought. Phatak slammed teachers in 

conventional colleges stating that many are not able to set question papers relying, as they do, on the colonial 

system. “Only four countries are following the colonial system of education. They include India, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,” he said. The education system must focus on teaching students how to learn 

bringing the ethos of premier institutions to conventional colleges. 

Citing the Aakash project where one lakh tablets were provided to engineering students, making technological 

devices affordable to students could result in a higher quality of education being imparted. He highlighted how 

IIT Bombay is working on Open Source Courseware Animations Repository, providing a repository of web-

based interactive animations and simulations referred to as learning objects(LOs). These learning objects span 

topics in science and engineering at the college level, and maths and science at the school level.  

Krishnakumar Natrajan, managing director and chief executive officer of MindTree stressed the need for 

education institutions to focus on producing quality engineers and not on placements made. There is a need for 

faculty to work with enterprises and find out what they need creating the need for Nexgen pedagogy for 

producing future engineers. 

Dr S Vaidyasubramaniam, dean, planning and development, Sastra University, who chaired the session, 

highlighted the lack of recognition given to successful entrepreneurs and stressed the need to encourage them. 

Lalitha Balakrishnan, principal of MOP Vaishnav College, Chennai, stressed the need to introduce value subtly 

in course component.  

 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Get-Faculty-from-Industry-Make-them-Accountable/2015/02/22/article2681043.ece
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Farmers irked as land was acquired though IIT was not 

sanctioned 

Market price has gone up in the last four years 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/farmers-irked-as-land-was-acquired-though-iit-was-not-

sanctioned/article6923383.ece 

Farmers who parted with their land for the establishment of an Indian Institute of Technology, on the outskirts 

of Hassan city, received between Rs. 15 lakh to Rs. 25 lakh per acre when their land was acquired in 2011. 

In the last four years, the market price has gone up many times. However, there is no sign of the State 

government getting the IIT sanctioned for Hassan. 

As much as 1,057 acres and 24 guntas of land spread over seven villages, close to National Highway 75, were 

notified in 2007. The land was acquired in 2011 after addressing objections over the price. Farmers whose land 

was near the highway got Rs. 25 lakh an acre, while the others got around Rs. 15 lakh. 

In 2007, when the Janata Dal (Secular)-BJP combine was in power, the land was acquired for the purpose 

through the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board. Since then, JD(S) leaders have been demanding 

that the Centre sanction the IIT. 

MP and former Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda often raises the demand for an IIT. During his recent meeting 

with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he reiterated the demand. Speaking to presspersons here recently, Mr. 

Gowda said he had told Mr. Modi that Hassan would be the right place for an IIT as land, acquired for the 

institute, was located close to a national highway, and a railway line connecting Hassan and Bengaluru was 

coming up soon. He said Mr. Modi had responded positively to the demand. 

Meanwhile, the KIADB tried to divert the land for industrial purpose, which was opposed by people’s 

representatives. Land-losers staged protests demanding that the government return the land if it was not used for 

the purpose for which it was acquired. 

Farmers are now irked that the government acquired their land though the IIT was not sanctioned. 

“When we were paid compensation, the price was around Rs. 25 lakh per acre. Now, four years later, the market 

price is around Rs. 5 lakh per gunta, which comes to around Rs. 2 crore per acre. If the land was acquired now, 

we would get a better price,” said Venkatesh of Gavenahalli, a land-loser. 
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